Commanders Corner, May 2021
There was no May 2021 Executive Board and Post meetings due to restrictions on social
gatherings related to the COVID-19 outbreak; Post and Executive Committee meetings are
suspended until further notice. The South Montgomery County Community Center has advised
that they will remain closed until further notice. We will advise if there are any updates.
The COVID-19 pandemic has curtailed our activities. Although restrictions are being lifted I
encourage you to continue to use good judgment in your upcoming activities. Please follow the
guidelines for mask use and social distancing.
As previously reported, although the 2021 Texas Boys State program was initially scheduled to
be an attended event this year at UT Austin, 27 June – 2 July, 2021 it was subsequently changed
to be a virtual event as was done last year. We were able to sign up thirty nine candidates from
six local High Schools. This is sure to be a good event and we are looking forward to a great
participation. We will report on the results of this event in a future issue.
In a previous issue I reported on Martin (Marty) Joseph Gonzalez, son of Tomas Gonzales, a
long time member of our Post and a diligent volunteer for Honor Guard services at the National
Cemetery. Tomas lost his son last November, 2020. Martin (Marty) Joseph Gonzalez was a
Marine Sergeant who served in combat in Iraq. He was involved in many assaults, particularly in
Fallujah in 2004. He was wounded multiple times, receiving three Bronze Stars with Valor and
three Purple Hearts. He suffered ongoing disabilities and eventually succumbed to complications
from his injuries. He has been profiled in documentaries on the American Heroes Channel and he
is honored at the Fallen Warriors Memorial on Cutten Road in Houston. He is interred in the
Houston National Cemetery. I go there often and have now added Marty to my list of veterans to
visit there.
Since I previously reported on this, Tomas has provided further information. Below are the
official documented accounts of two separate firefights in which Sergeant Gonzalez earned his
first two Bronze Stars.

His Commanding Officer at the base will be receiving the final authority letter to designate the
MCSFBn barracks as the “Sgt. Marty Gonzalez barracks”. An official dedication ceremony is
pending.
Tomas is sending me further information about his son which I will continue to report on in
future issues.
One of the topics I am interested in is news about our MIAs. Below is a link to a website
(Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency) that documents recovery of MIAs:
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Recent-News-Stories/
This is an impressive website that showcases the diligence this agency pursues in accounting for
our MIAs.

