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COMMANDERôS CORNER 
 

 

 

 Fellow Legionnaires, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cdr. Kimberly Biggerstaff 
 
Greetings fellow Legionnaires: 
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful 
and safe Thanksgiving holiday.  
We had a splendid meeting in 
November.  I want to thank the 
Auxiliary and everyone who 
helped with the Thanksgiving 
meal.  The food was superb, as 
usual. 
 
At that meeting we welcomed the 
young men we sent to Boys State.  
Also attending were some of their 
parents and school counselors.  
The boys expressed how much 
they enjoyed the program in 
Austin and appreciated the 
opportunity we gave them to 
attend.  Thanks to Service 
Officer Dayton Denton for all he 
did as chairman of the program. 
See the special pictorial page 

about the awards to the Boys 
State grads. 
 
The Post Color Guard opened 
The Woodlands Car Club’s 
Annual Fall Car Show on 
November 5 by presenting the 
colors.  Thanks to Jim Bolin, Carl 
Smith, and Pickens Jones for 
representing the Post. 
 
Don’t forget in January we have 
our annual Chili Cook-off.  Last 
year we combined with the 
Auxiliary and had plenty of 
awesome chili to eat.  So, break 
out those recipes and get ready.  
Last year I made bear meat chili; 
don’t know what I’ll try this time.  
Hmmm, I wonder what yak tastes 
like??? 
 
I hope everyone has a great 
holiday season this year.  The 
next meeting is December 15 at 
the Community Center at 7:00 
pm. 
 
For God and Country, 

Kimberly Biggerstaff   

 
FIRST VICE COMMANDER 

REPORTS 

Greetings, 
Since my last report to you in 
October, membership is now at 
72.3% of goal. A couple of new 
members have joined up and a 
few friends we haven’t seen in a 
while have been in the audience. 

If you know of a veteran you think 
may be qualified and interested in 
Post 305, please call me at 281-
362-8431, and I will follow up. Or, 
just send me an email via the Post 
305 website, located at  
www.alpost305.org. You can also 
go to our Facebook Group page. 
Just go to www.facebook.com, do 
a search for American Legion 
Post 305 TX and you’re there.  

I have been asked to help the 
Cookbook Committee with its 
planning of production issues and 
am providing such assistance 
now, along with extracting dues 
payments and attracting new Post 
members. 

Emery Heuermann   
First Vice Commander 
 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
(November 17, 2011) 

 
Commander Biggerstaff opened 
the meeting in the prescribed 
manner.  After the opening 
ceremonies, she declared the 
meeting in recess as we had 
many guests, members of our 
Boys’ State Class of 2011 and 
some of their parents. Dayton 
Denton, the Boys’ State 
Committee Chairman, took over 
the meeting and introduced the 
boys, one school at a time with 
the available counselors.  As he 
introduced them, he and the 
Commander presented each with 
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a certificate and asked the boys 
for their impressions of Boys’ 
State --- what they got out of it.  
Most seemed to be impressed 
with the number of friends they 
made, while others showed 
appreciation for the chance to 
learn how government at various 
levels really worked. Of the 12 
boys the Post sponsored, nine 
were present at the meeting. Their 
names and schools, including the 
absentees, are: 
College Park High School: 
Mason Phillips, Matthew Inman 
and Dustin Stone (not present). 
John Cooper High School: 
Daniel Clark (not present) 
Home Schooled 
Mark McGee 
The Woodlands High School: 
Garrett Neville, Nathan Hinds, 
Brendan Frick and Brandon 
Taylor (not present) 
Oak Ridge High School: 
Nicholas Franzese, Alejandro 
Alvarado and Douglas Marzan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
College Park’s Inman and Phillips, 

with Dayton Denton and 
Commander Biggerstaff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Woodlands’ Neville, Frick 
 and Hinds, flanked by Dayton 

Denton and Commander 
Biggerstaff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oak Ridge’s Marzan, Alvarado 
and Franzese, with presenters 

Denton and Biggerstaff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Home-schooled McGee with his 

teacher, his mother 
 

After the Boys State Program, the 
meeting was called back to order 
and out of recess, but only New 
Business was considered due to 
the desire to enjoy the promised 
turkey dinner. The meeting was 
closed in due order by the 
Commander. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERANôS ADVOCATE 
 

VETERANS PAY RAISE 
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER FIRST 

S.894 Veterans' Compensation 
Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 
2011.  A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for 

an increase, effective December 
1, 2011, in the rates of 
compensation for veterans 
with service-connected disabilities 
and the rates of dependency and 
indemnity     compensation for the 
survivors of certain disabled 
veterans, and for other purposes.  
Sponsor: Sen. Murray, Patty [WA] 
(introduced on May 5, 2011) Co-
sponsors (14) Related bill HR 

1407  Committee: Senate 

Veterans' Affairs;  Senate 
Reports: 112-44.  
Latest Major Action: 11/9/2011 
Signed by President.  

  

TAX CREDITS 
In August, President Obama 
called on Congress to enact tax 
credits that will help get veterans 
back to work. The Returning 
Heroes Tax Credit provides 
businesses that hire unemployed 
veterans with a maximum credit of 
$5,600 per veteran, and the 
Wounded Warriors Tax Credit 
offers businesses that hire 
veterans with service-connected 
disabilities with a maximum credit 
of $9,600 per veteran. These tax 
credits were included in the 
American Jobs Act and were 
signed into law by President 
Obama on November 21, 2011.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Contact Numbers 
Houston Regional VA Office: 
 1-713-383-7842 
County Veterans Serv. Offices: 
   Montgomery 1-936-539-7842 
   Harris           1-281-876-6600 
Texas Veterans Commission: 
 1-800-252-8387 
 www.tvc.state.tx.us 
State Legislators: 
Dist. 4 – Tommy Williams 
 281-364-9426 
Dist. 15 – Rob Eissler 
 281-681-9655 
Dist. 16 – Brandon Creighton 
 936-539-0028 
Dist. 126 – Patricia Harless 
 281-376-4114 
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ARMY AND MARINES FIELD  
TESTING AIRBURST GUN 

 
A limited number of the XM-25 
“Counter Defilade Target 
Engagement System” have been 
issued to a battalion of the 101st 
Airborne (“Screaming Eagles”) 
and to Marine Corps units in 
Afghanistan. This shoulder-fired 
weapon is a cross between the 
M203 grenade launcher and an 
60mm mortar. It shoots a 25mm, 
fist-sized round, packed with an 
explosive warhead that detonates 
over the heads of the bad guys at 
predetermined ranges. Originally 
intended for Army Special Forces, 
senior Army officials received an 
urgent request from the 101st for a 
more effective weapon to “re-
educate” the wily Taliban foe. 
Manufactured by Heckler & Koch 
and firing Alliant Tech-systems 
25mm rounds, the weapon is a 
semi-automatic bullpup design, 
weighing 12 pounds, with a laser 
targeting optic system, which sets 
the range and compensates for 
altitude and environmental 
conditions. Field testing will 
evolve developmental improve-
ments and deployment tactics. 
 
THE TRADITION OF GIVING AT 

TIME OF THE HOLIDAYS 
 
Giving at Christmas is charged 
with a particular meaning.  In 
1252, Henry III entertained a 
thousand knights and peers at 
York.  The Christmas feast was so 
costly that the local archbishop 
donated 600 oxen and a vast sum 
of money for the feast.  Nearly a 
century and a half later, Richard II 
provided 2,000 oxen and 200 tuns 
of wine for the 10,000 people who 
dined daily at his expense.  
Edward IV fed more than 2,000 
people each day over the 
Christmastide of 1482.  Such 
lavish hospitality was extended for 
very good reasons: to forge 

alliances and to strengthen 
community bonds.  The giving of 
gifts is a dialogue of intimacy; a 
language for the communication 
of emotions and values.  Today, 
psychologists see gifts as a way 
of initiating and maintaining 
relationships --- just as was the 
case of Henry III. Christmas tends 
to differ from other giving rituals, 
such as birthdays, because it is 
more likely to involve a 
simultaneous exchange. 
 
The most common gift of all is the 
Christmas card.  In 1843, an 
Englishman, Henry Cole, invented 
the first Christmas card which cost 
a shilling, the equivalent then of a 
day’s wages for a laborer.  Cole 
wanted to reduce the burden of 
writing Christmas greeting letters 
by taking advantage of the 
introduction of the penny post in 
1840.  After two decades, the card 
price fell dramatically, thanks to 
one of the technological 
innovations of the day; cheap 
color lithography.  Christmas 
cards had entered the mass 
market.  In the US, the first card 
appeared in the early 1850’s.  By 
the 1880’s manufacturers began 
producing cards cheaply, enabling 
anyone to afford them.  When 
people send cards, they are 
reaching out to those with whom 
they have lost contact or want to 
sustain a relationship, a form of 
social networking. 
 
Henry Cole regarded the card as 
the folk art of the industrial 
revolution, and it ultimately 
became the greatest popularizer 
of now-standard Christmas 
iconography, with themes and 
designs ranging all over the 
spectrum.  And, what Cole wanted 
to simplify --- the writing of 
Christmas greetings as letters -- 
seems to have come full circle.  
Many cards include newsy, 
personal letters -- a page or two -- 

albeit of common expression to 
all. 

ñDANCING WITH THE STARSò 
WINNER VISITS PENTAGON 

Jose Rene “J.R” Martinez, Iraq 
War veteran and Wounded 
Warrior, and his professional 
dancing partner Karina Smirnoff, 
won this year’s competition of the 
ABC’s reality TV show, “Dancing 
with the Stars.”  Shortly after his 
November 21, 2011, victory, 
Secretary of Defense, Panetta, 
congratulated Martinez in a letter.  
“Over the course of this 
competition, your spirit captivated 
the nation and your victory sends 
a powerful message about the 
strength and resilience of our 
wounded warriors,” said Panetta 
and he also invited Martinez to 
visit the Pentagon. During his visit 
to the Pentagon Martinez met with 
Secretary Panetta and other 
Pentagon officials.  Martinez 
thanked the Secretary for inviting 
him to visit, and stressed his 
intention to assist Panetta in any 
way possible in efforts to better 
connect the American public with 
America's military veterans -- 
particularly wounded warriors.  
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Ann Jones, President 
 

I hope everyone had a pleasant 
Thanksgiving and that you are 
gearing up for a very Merry 
Christmas.  I am proud to 
announce that the Auxiliary’s 
community service hours are now 
over the 1,000 hours goal that we 
had pledged at the first of the 
year. The women of Auxiliary 305 
have huge hearts and are sharing 
their hearts all over our 
community.  
 
We had a splendid day 
distributing poppies at Kroger’s 
this past month. But unfort-
unately, Kroger’s has now shut 
down their operation of letting the 
Auxiliary distribute poppies on 
their properties.  This is just 
another corporate move that has 
led us to be creative in our poppy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
locations. We have to come up 
with several new venues, and we 
will try them for Memorial Day. 
 
The Auxiliary Emergency Fund, of 
which the state chairman is our 
own, Sue Ellen Bannon, is in 
desperate need of funding. 
Because of all of the natural 
disasters this past year, our 
Auxiliary families are in need of 
our assistance. The Bastrop fires 
were the closest to home, but 
there were also the Joplin and 
Alabama tornadoes, the East 
Coast Hurricane and the flooding 
in the Northwest and the 
Northeast.  The Auxiliary has 
come up with small fundraising 
ideas, so don’t be surprised if you 
hear much more about the AEF. 
 

 As of right now, ALA 305 has 91 
paid-up members, which is 86% 
of our goal. Our membership 
directory will go to press in 
January. There will be one more 
reminder mailed out for payment 
of current dues. 
 
It has come to my attention that 
our long-time member, Jackie 
Ulmer, has fallen and broken her 
hip. Please keep Jackie in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
   Ann Jones 
   President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ready, Get Set and GO! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUXILIARY UNIT 305 NEWS 

AUXILIARY UNIT OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION 
  PRESIDENT:  Ann Jones;  Tel: (281) 620-4052;  E-mail: aejones222@aol.com 
  VICE PRESIDENT:  Dayna Salter;  Tel: (281) 376-3076;  E-mail: dayna.j.salter@exxonmobil.com 
  SECRETARY:   (Vacant) 
  TREASURER:  Jackie Jones;  Tel: (832) 229-6429;  E-mail: jpjones01957@aol.com 
  HISTORIAN:  Stephanie Marshall;  Tel: (832) 637-2909;  E-mail: edaymemories@hotmail.com 
  CHAPLAIN:  Mary Lee Mulvihill;  Tel: (281) 353-5574;  E-mail: mlmchirp@yahoo.com 
  PARLIAMENTARIAN:  Sue Ellen Bannon;  Tel: (281) 298-1588;  E-mail: sebannon@comcast.net 
  SGT-AT-ARMS:  Christina OôGrady;  Tel: (281) 475-0774;  E-mail: yankeefan0216@yahoo.com 
  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: 
 Jackie Ulmer;  Tel: (281) 363-3543;  E-mail: sydnu2@aol.com 
 Sandy Holzinger;  Tel: (281) 364-8590;  E-mail: zing4@earthlink.net 
 Geri Mulvihill;  Tel: (832) 620-6265;  E-mail: geri.mulvihill@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:aejones222@aol.com
mailto:dayna.j.salter@exxonmobil.com
mailto:jpjones01957@aol.com
mailto:edaymemories@hotmail.com
mailto:mlmchirp@yahoo.com
mailto:sebannon@comcast.net
mailto:sydnu2@aol.com
mailto:zing4@earthlink.net
mailto:geri.mulvihill@yahoo.com


 

 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
  

EVENT BULLETIN BOARD 

WHAT ~ WHEN ~ WHERE  
 

Casino Junket: The proposed day trip to a Louisiana casino  
was subject to a “show-of hands” at the November meeting. 
It was tentatively planned for December 6th. Insufficient interest  
was determined, and the trip will be tested again after the holidays.  
 

January 8, 2012: Oratorical Contest:  High school students vie for an $18,000 scholarship by 
presenting a prepared, five-minute oration on their choice of a section of the US Constitution. 
Contestants begin at their classrooms where they are selected by their teacher, then advance 
through District, Division, state and finally National levels. The Post which promotes the District 
winner donates a $100 scholarship, and the District awards the winner a $250 scholarship. The 
Contest chairperson for Post 305 is Lacey Homan. 
 
January 16, 2012: Department Mid-Winter Meetings:  These annual series of meetings 
provide to attendees the opportunity to be updated on various committee matters and on the 
Department chain-of-command issues. The week-long sessions consist of committee meetings 
over two days and a formal gathering similar to a membership meeting, where business of the 
Department is conducted. Post 305 has yet to select its delegates. 
 
January 19, 2012: Post/Auxiliary Annual Chili Cook-Off Contest:  This culinary event of the 
year is the “pot-luck” part of the January Membership Meetings. It attracts members to produce 
and share their special version of the comfort-food staple: chili-con-carne. Selected unbiased 
judges will sample the offerings and judge the winner and the runner-up. So dust off that secret 
recipe and enter the contest!  
 
       

 

 

December 1945 ï Somewhere in America 

 

Happy Holidays 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
DAY    DATE   EVENT         WHERE? 
 
Wed. Dec. 7  Pearl Harbor Day 
Mon.  Dec. 12 Post Executive Committee Meeting   South County Community Ctr.@ 7:00 PM 
Thur.  Dec. 15 Membership Meetings           South County Community Ctr.@ 7:00 PM 
Sun. Dec. 25 Christmas Day        Ho! Ho! Ho! 
Sat. Dec. 31 New Years Eve        Watching the Times Square ball fall 
Sun. Jan. 1  New Years Day        In front of the TV watching football 
Sun. Jan. 8  District 7 Oratorical Contest      Post 618, Willis at 1:00 PM 
Mon. Jan. 16 Post Executive Committee Meeting  South County Community Ctr. @7:00 PM 
Mon. Jan. 16 to Department Mid-Winter Meetings      Omni Austin Southpark Hotel, Austin 
     Fri.   Jan. 20 
Thur. Jan. 19 Membership Meetings (Chili Night)    South County Community Ctr. @7:00 PM 
Thur. Feb. 2  Groundhog Day (Another chili day?)  Punxsutawney, PA 
Mon. Feb. 13 Post Executive Committee Meeting   South County Community Ctr. @7:00 PM 
Tues. Feb. 14 Valentines Day        With Sweetie 
Thurs. Feb. 16 Membership Mtgs. (Four Chaplains) South County Community Ctr. @7:00 PM 
 
  
 

The Post and Auxiliary Unit meet at the South County 
Community Center in The Woodlands at 7:00 PM on the 
third Thursday of each month. The Unit hosts a potluck 
supper following the meetings. The Center is located on 
the corner at the intersection of Lake Robbins Drive and 

Grogans Mill Road. 

POST OFFICERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

  COMMANDER   Kimberly Biggerstaff; Tel: (281) 296-9344:  E-mail: kimgator5747@sbcglobal.net 
  1st VICE CMDR.:  Emery Heuermann; Tel: (281) 362-8431:  E-mail: emeryheuermann@charter.net 
  2nd VICE CMDR:  (vacant) 
  ADJUTANT:  Pickens Jones; Tel: (281) 367-7631; E-mail: pickensjones@usa.net 
  FINANCE OFFICER:  Dave Lips; Tel: (281) 362-1390; E-mail: davelips@sbcglobal.net 
  SERVICE OFFICER:  Dayton Denton; Tel: (832) 928-6054; E-mail: whselfstorage1@yahoo.com 
  SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:  Jim Bolin; Tel: (281) 251-2352; E-mail: jpb20006@sbcglobal.net     
 ASS’T   SGT-AT-ARMS:  Robert Earl Jones; Tel: (832) 229-6364; E-mail: ejones2100@aol.com 
CHAPLAIN:  Jerry Mulvihill; Tel. (281) 353-5574; E-mail:  mulvihill1954@yahoo.com    
 ASS’T. CHAPLAIN:  Rudy Charest; Tel: (281) 363-9710; E-mail: rrgc26@aol.com 

  JUDGE ADVOCATE: Joe Hammond; Tel: (281) 367-0452; E-mail: ejoehammondhh@hotmail.com 
  HISTORIAN:  Win Salter; Tel: (281) 370-1912; E-mail: beadyeye@aol.com 

  EXEC. COMM./AT-LARGE:  Mickey Fussell; Tel: (281) 367-7115; E-mail: v.h.fussells@gmail.com 
  EXEC. COMM./AT-LARGE: Stephen O’Driscoll;  Tel: (281) 367-2711;  E-mail: ssodriscoll@sbcglobal.net 
     ~ BUGLE EDITOR:  Jim Bolin; Tel: (281) 251-2352; E-mail: jpb20006@sbcglobal.net 
  POST ADDRESS:  American Legion Post 305; P.O. Box 9336; The Woodlands, TX  77387 
  Website =   <www.alpost305.org> WEBMASTER:  Emery Heuermann; emeryheuermann@charter.net 
     and <mypost.org> 
  Facebook Manager: Kimberly Biggerstaff; Tel; (281) 296-9344; E-mail: kimgator5747@sbcglobal.net 
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